










General Notes on Application

Applicants should pay special attention to the following points before submitting their application 
for registration to the ARB:

Applicants should pay special attention to the following points before submitting their application for 
registration to the ARB:

1. Applicant shall pay to the Board at the time of lodging his/her application the fee for an  
 application for registration. The current application fee is HK$1600 which is non-refundable  
 and is subject to revision from time to time as approved by the Board. Cheques should  
 be made payable to ‘Architects Registration Board’.

2.  Copies of all certificate(s) or diploma(s) referred to in the application form and a copy of the  
 applicant’s Hong Kong Identity Card (with signature) shall be attached to the application form.

3.  Confirmation to the applicant’s academic and professional qualification will be secured from  
 the issuing authorities. Detailed addresses of the relevant academic and professional  
 institutions shall be provided by the applicant.

4.  Normally 4 to 6 months may be required for the processing of each application. The process  
 has 3 stages: secretariat checking, review by the Registration Committee and formal approval  
 by the Architects Registration Board. You will be notified of the outcome by mail. If your  
 application is successful, you will be sent a Registration Certificate valid for one year. All  
 registrations commence on the first day of the month following the board’s approval. Annual  
 renewal is essential to maintain registration, after renewal, a new registration certificate will  
 be sent to a registered architect.

5. The Registrar may remove the name of a Registered Architect from the register if he fails  
 to notify the Registrar in writing of any change of name, address or qualification on which  
 the registration has been based or any other details entered in the register within 28 days  
 of such change(s).

pplicant shall pay to the Board at the time of lodging his/her application the fee for an appli-
cation for registration. The current application fee is HK$1600 which is non-refundable and 
is subject to revision from time to time as approved by the Board. Cheques should be made 
payable to ‘Architects Registration Board’.

Applicant shall pay to the Board at the time of lodging his/her application the fee for an 
application for registration. The current application fee is HK$1,600 which is non-refundable 
and is subject to revision from time to time as approved by the Board. Crossed cheques 
should be made payable to ‘Architects Registration Board’. 

Copies of all certificate(s) or diploma(s) referred to in the application form and a copy 
of the applicant’s Hong Kong Identity Card (with signature) shall be attached to the 
application form. It is essential to provide information of personal particulars.

Confirmation to the applicant’s academic and professional qualification will be secured 
from the issuing authorities. Detailed addresses of the relevant academic and professional 
institutions shall be provided by the applicant.

Normally 4 to 6 months may be required for the processing of each application. The 
process has 3 stages: secretariat checking, review by the Registration Committee and 
formal approval by the Architects Registration Board. You will be notified of the outcome 
by mail. If your application is successful, you will be sent a Registration Certificate 
valid for one year. Annual renewal is essential to maintain registration under section 14(2) of 
ARO, an applicant shall pay to the Board at the time of lodging his application the fee for 
an application for registration, after renewal, a new registration certificate will be sent 
to a registered architect.

The Registrar may remove the name of a Registered Architect from the register if he fails to 
notify the Registrar in writing of any change of name, address or qualification on which the 
registration has been based or any other details entered in the register within 28 days of 
such change(s) under sections 12(3) and 20(1)(f )of the Architects Registration Ordinance.
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Notes to Applicants for Registration as Registered Architects (R.A.)
Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance

An applicant is required to supply the data set out in the application form. An application will 
not be processed unless all the requested data are supplied.

From time to time, it is necessary for all applicants for registration to supply the Archi-
tects Registration Board (ARB) in writing the Hong Kong Identity (ID) Card number and 
of any change in personal particulars such as address and/or telephone number(s) after 
submission of application, in order to help the ARB in processing the application and 
maintaining a register of R.A. under the Architects Registration Ordinance (ARO). 

The register is open to the public’s inspection under Section 12(2) of the ARO.

An applicant is required to verify his identity by production of his Hong Kong Identity Card 
to the Registrar. Instead of presenting his ID Card to the Registrar in person, an applicant 
may send a copy of ID Card (with signature) to the Registrar, provided that such copy is 
certified to be a true copy by a person who is a R.A.

Upon successful registration as a R.A., the purposes for which data relating to applicants 
may be used in addition to the purposes stated in paragraph 2 above are as follows:

for daily operation and administration of the ARB;
for maintenance of R.A. records;
for verification of R.A. registration status by departments of government or statutory 
bodies;
for activities and information relating to the ARB;
for activities and information relating to statutory and non-statutory use of R.A. ;
for meeting the requirements to make disclosure under any law binding on the ARB; 
and,
for all other incidental purposes relating to the functions of the ARB.

In accordance with the terms of the Ordinance, the applicant has the right to:

check whether the ARB holds data about him and access to such data; and,
require the ARB to change any data contained in the application.

For access and change of data, please address to the Registrar of the ARB, 19/F, One 
Hysan Avenue, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong in writing.
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